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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, July 7, 2014 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, July 7, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, at 
1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council Members 
Megan Moylan, Rick Vilcek, Dan Sebben, Matt Casey, Ed Notter, Reginald Finney, 
Rob Jacknewitz and Camille Greenwald.  Also present were Amy Hamilton, City 
Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 
 

ANNOUCEMENTS 

 
Mayor Beck read a Proclamation announcing Parks and Recreation Month in the City 
of Richmond Heights and encouraged residents to take a walk, ride a bike, use a park 
or The Heights and enjoy the outdoors.  Mayor expressed his appreciation for the 
work our Parks and Recreation team does for the City. 
 
Mr. Vilcek announced that the District 2 meeting would be held on Saturday, July 12 
at The Heights at 10:00 a.m. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS #2 

 
John Meatte-7569 Dale Avenue-spoke to the Council about his concerns with the 
Dale Avenue street project.  Mr. Meatte cited issues with numerous driveway 
approaches, rocks in the landscaping area which make lawn cutting dangerous, poor 
surface in some poured concrete on Dale, poor street lighting, driveways hard to 
negotiate and also stated he wishes that the Dale Avenue stop sign at Claytonia 
remain after construction. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated the Council may consider legislation to get a stop sign there on a 
permanent basis.  Mr. Vilcek stated he understood it that at the old Dale Hardware 
location, if a driveway cut would be necessary in the future if a house were to be built 
there, the curb would be opened up to do so. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he would be walking the Dale project neighborhood on 
Wednesday afternoon and invited other Council members to meet as well. 

 
Joanne Bailey-1513 Banneker-asked that her written comments at the meeting of 
June 2, 2014 and written comments of July 7, 2014 be attached to the official 
minutes. 
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Mayor Beck stated we never provide verbatim minutes of Council Meetings, but 
would instruct the City Clerk to attach Mrs. Bailey’s written comments as submitted 
to the official minutes of July 7, 2014. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

June 16, 2014 

 
Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney second, a motion for the approval of the minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of June 16, 2014. Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Chipotle Mexican Grill Liquor License Request 

1500 S. Hanley Road 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated Chipotle Mexican Grill has applied for a liquor license for their 
establishment that will be opened at 1500 S. Hanley Road and asked Council if they 
wished to approve their application.   
 
Mr. Vilcek asked what hours the restaurant would be open. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through Sunday. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to approve the liquor license 
application for Chipotle Mexican Grill. 
 
Menard Redesign Site Plan Amendment 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the P & Z Commission did hear and approved at their June 19 
meeting the Menard, Inc. petition to amend their site plan for their home 
improvement store.  Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to call the Petition up 
for review or approve the alternate Site Plan. 
 
Mr. Scott Nuttleman, Real Estate Representative for Menard, Inc. and project 
manager for this Richmond Heights site, gave a brief update on the project. 
 
Mr. Nuttleman stated the adjustment to the site plan was necessitated by a house 
which remains on the site location.  Mr. Nuttleman stated demolition of all but this 
house and the public works facility has been accomplished.  Mr. Nuttleman stated this 
one home one Berkley remains as the residents are seeking to vacate the eminent 
domain the City enacted some time ago.  Mr. Nuttleman stated Menard’s has asked 
the P & Z Commission to approve an alternate plan which would allow them to work 
around the residence as it is necessary to keep the time line project intact to get the 
Menard’s store up and running. 
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Mr. Nuttleman stated the P & Z Commission had approved the site plan which shifts 
the store over about 100-200’ to the North and the warehouse will be shifted down to 
along Bruno, separating the warehouse portion from the store.  This move would 
allow the development of the store and exclude this piece of property from the 
development which will have the required landscaped transitional yard and fence 
separating it from the whole project. 
 
Mr. Nuttleman stated the previously planned northern multi-tenant building will 
decrease in size and the south site, which was proposed as a single restaurant location, 
will become a multi-tenant building.  Mr. Nuttleman stated that it may work out that 
the original plans could go forward, but this amended Site Plan is necessary now in 
case the legal situation does not change and the new Plan would allow Menard to 
proceed with the project and get the store open in a timely manner. 
 
Mr. Nuttleman stated Menard was still hoping to open in Spring 2015; the end of 
May.  Mr. Nuttleman stated that if the property at 1705 Berkley can eventually be 
removed, the property once vacated will be worked into the project as part of the 
lumber yard area. 
 
The Council declared they did not wish to call Petition 2014-11 up for review and 
approved the amended Site Plan. 
 

Capital Improvements Project Update 

 
Ms. Hamilton gave a presentation on the Capital Improvements project the City has 
been involved with this year. 
 
Concrete Work: Ms. Hamilton stated the 2014 work on concrete slab replacements 
have been accomplished, on time and on budget; budget was $130,000 and it came in 
at $129,600. 
 
Asphalt projects:  Ms. Hamilton stated Pace Construction completed the asphalt 
work planned for this year.  She stated the ultra-thin bond surface had a budget of 
$285,000, coming in at $195,000. Ms. Hamilton stated the City will continue monitor 
the wear of this new surface material. 
 
Sally Port: Ms. Hamilton stated that Layneco was selected in January 2014 to 
complete the work on the Sally Port construction.  Ms. Hamilton stated some small 
change orders have been taken; asphalt surfacing at bay doors and overhead door 
quality improvements.  Ms. Hamilton stated there were some modifications to the 
below grade conduit work. Ms. Hamilton stated these changes orders have been 
finished and further work will begin.  Ms. Hamilton stated the some BioMetric Fund 
system fines collected at the City’s Court level are allocated to funding the Sally Port 
expenses.  Ms. Hamilton stated she expects the project to come under budget. 
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Public Works Facility:  Ms. Hamilton stated the contractor for the southern side (the 
yard) was selected (BBI Constructors).  Ms. Hamilton stated that with the delays 
encountered by Menard with the Berkley Avenue house, some grading issues and 
MSD plan approval delays, it has delayed the City accepting the site and once these 
issues are taken care of, the City will give notice to BBI to proceed under the 
contract.  They will have 90 days to complete.  The City will bid out the northern side 
(the Public Works Facility building on Elinor) in August.  Ms. Hamilton stated that 
once the bids are in, the Staff will come before Council with a full report on what the 
budget looks like and give the schedule for building of the facility.  Ms. Hamilton 
stated it is hoped that by March/April of 2015 we will be able to vacate the old Public 
Works facility. 
 
Mr. Vilcek asked if any of the north side facility fence concerns that the Thompkins 
brought up had been considered yet. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that the City was waiting until bids were received to see project 
costs, but the City has increased the height of the fence to a minimum of an 8’ privacy 
wood fence where previously it was designated as a 6’ privacy fence.  Based on 
where the bids come in, perhaps then any upgrade could be discussed. 
 
Wise Avenue Project: 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated that in July 2012, the City began acquiring the temporary 
construction easements process for the Wise Avenue project.  As of February, 2014, 
there were 29 of 31 easements held and the City requested ROW clearance from 
MODOT. Ms. Hamilton stated a public meeting was held on March 25, 2014 and 
numerous one-on-one and small group meetings were also held regarding the project. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that through the meetings, and numerous discussions with 
residents, the City has modified plans to accommodate some resident opinions and 
objections. 
 
Mr. Gipson, Staff project manager, gave a brief overview of the project, the changes 
the City was able to make from the initial plans. 
 
Ms. Gipson stated that in the 7100 block the sidewalk construction configuration has 
been altered to keep existing sidewalks in that area so the driveway pitch/slope will 
remain in place. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated curb plans for the South side between Big Bend and Bellevue were 
adjusted to mitigate unnecessary tree removal and plans were modified to protect 
roots and prevent root disturbance.  Mr. Gipson noted other sidewalk placements 
adjustments were made to prevent any damage to existing large trees. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated at Wise and Maple were two properties where the City was not 
able to reach easement agreements with the property owners and it looks like the 
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project will have to be redesigned around their properties to the best ability.  Mr. 
Gipson stated some adjustments will be made to allow auto access to driveways, but 
without the easements, it will still be a low point for water drainage.  Mr. Gipson 
stated the property owners have been made aware of the project design which will 
move forward without their easement and what the plans look like without their 
granting the construction easement. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated the sidewalks will be at 5’wide as previously planned.  Mr. Gipson 
stated that MSD is engineering some extra water inlets which will help in water 
drainage. 
 
Ms. Moylan stated she was still concerned about the Skaggs’ property with the oak 
tree. Ms. Moylan noted that previous statements that had been made said there was a 
way to do sidewalk work without harming the tree and that idea has now been 
changed to a new plan. Ms. Moylan stated she was hopeful this would be 
accomplished without harming that tree. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that with all the concerns about the Skaggs’ tree that we wanted 
to be sure the tree would not be harmed, so we made a sidewalk adjustment rather 
than trying the specific slab removal process. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City has acquired 29 temporary construction easements and 
feel that the negotiation process is completed at this point with the other two 
remaining property owners saying they aren’t interested in continuing any 
negotiations.  Ms. Hamilton stated the City is requesting the ROW clearance to begin 
the construction phase from MODOT this month. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the estimated costs of construction with Federal Funds is at 
$1,280,000 and $320,000 cost in City funds. The next steps are to get bid documents 
prepared and approved to release for bid, which are open for 30 days and then the 
City and MODOT will select the qualified contractor.  Ms. Hamilton stated the 
construction project will take approximately 15 months.  With MSD just now getting 
started, we will be coming in behind them so probably not this construction season 
perhaps not until March 2015.   
 

Dale Avenue Streetscape Project 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the preconstruction Open House in September of 2013 and the 
selected constructor, Raineri Construction LLC had 90 days to complete the project.  
Ms. Hamilton stated that due to severe winter weather, the calendar days were 
amended to working days with March 15, 2014 starting the clock again.  Ms. 
Hamilton stated July 8 is Raineri’s last contract working date, but it is estimated they 
still have 50-60% work still remaining to finish the job.   
 
Mr. Gipson gave a brief list of concerns that the City has with the contractor and the 
current work on the project.  Mr. Gipson sited some areas that needed to be replaced 
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due to concrete spalling in the 7500 block of Dale due to pouring in freezing weather.  
Mr. Gipson stated that pervious pavement on the north and south side of Dale from 
Laclede to Boland is required by MSD and the some sections already prepared have 
to be redone as there are quality issues there.  Mr. Gipson related another area that 
needed to be completed is the landscaping/seeding.  Due to the summer heat it is not a 
good time to plant all the plants/trees in our plans so mulching will be applied now 
and when weather is appropriate, the grading and planting will take place. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated that some areas that have been seeded have not thrived well so that 
will have to be replaced.  Mr. Gipson stated the Bredell intersection will have to be 
removed and replaced with about a two week period necessary for that work.  The 
Bredell Plaza area will be finished once the intersection is done.  Mr. Gipson stated 
pavers will be placed in a number of other areas and the Big Bend-Dale intersection 
work will have to be accomplished as well. The decorative lighting is installed and be 
lighted by Ameren very soon.  Mr. Gipson stated that some other utility work needs 
to be accomplished at Laclede and Dale and that intersection should be worked on in 
August.   
 
Mr. Gipson stated that obviously there are a number of major items that need to be 
done plus the final small items that any project has.  
 
Mayor Beck stated he was surprised to hear the percentage of work that still needs to 
be done and would like to meet with the City’s site engineer to help explain more 
about the project.   
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that a number of things did enter into the delays, including 
winter weather, and utility conflicts as well, but lack of a larger crew has hampered 
the work.  Raineri will need  to give updates on their schedule and how they will be 
able to get the remainder of the work completed, and can be hit with daily liquidated 
damages as their 90 day schedule deadline expires this week. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated that some things were acknowledged out of their control, but there 
is much work to be done outside of those areas where a holdup may have occurred. 
 
Mr. Jacknewitz stated he hoped with our next full scale street project we can use what 
we’ve learned here and incorporate that in the contract specifications, with definite 
access restrictions, etc. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated any experienced contractor should know how to pull only so 
much an area to be worked on at a time; this was not the case here with this 
contractor’s inexperience. 
 
Mr. Gipson stated the project should not have been started in the winter months. 
 
The Council discussed the project delays and what it means the City has to do to get 
the project finished, as obviously they will be losing time just doing the “re-do’s”. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated the construction inspector is out there verifying the quality of the 
work and what has been done for payment verification and there isn’t much action 
that can be taken except apply the liquidated damages at this point.  The contractor is 
without multiple crews to do the work and is basically working with a short crew and 
“taking” the liquidated damages as  a result. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 
 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5399; second reading 

Authorizes the Mayor to execute a contract 

with St. Louis County Police Department to utilize the 

St. Louis County Police Department’s Computer Assisted 

 Report Entry System/CARE. 

 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill No. 
5399.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5399 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT TO UTILIZE THE ST. LOUIS 
COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT'S COMPUTER ASSISTED REPORT ENTRY 
SYSTEM/CARE. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5399.  AYES:  Mr. Sebben, Mr. 
Jacknewitz, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. 
Casey, and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None.   
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5399, approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 
 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 
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Closed Session 
 
At approximately 8:45 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Moylan seconded, a motion to 
hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 
(1), (2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss legal actions, 
causes of legal action or litigation involving a public governmental body, and any 
confidential or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its 
representatives and its attorneys and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public 
governmental body where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect 
the legal consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 
AYES: Mr. Finney, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Jacknewitz, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Sebben, Ms. 
Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey and Mayor Beck. NAYS:  None. Mayor Beck 
declared the Council would meet in closed session. 
 
At approximately 9:07 p.m., Council returned to open session. 
 
With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:08 p.m., Mr. 
Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 
 

___________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 
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